─ 44 ─ Some of the most significant events and discoveries prerequisite to the development of Total Parenteral Nutrition (TPN), starting in the early 17th century are presented and briefly discussed. A more detailed outline and discussion of the subsequent early contemporary highlights of the most relevant basic and clinical research；and the advances resulting in the first demonstration of the feasibility and practicality of TPN, and its successful, safe, and efficacious clinical applications almost five decades ago in the mid-twentieth century, are reviewed. An abridged discussion of the history, cause, and nature of early controversies which arose related to the development and clinical application of TPN is presented, together with the highlights of some of the more prominent controversies and challenges that continue to prevail, including the importance of maintenance of normal glycemia in critically ill patients, the judicious use of TPN versus Total Enteral Nutrition (TEN), and the nutritional support of geriatric patients, with and without cancer. Reflections related to nutritional support, especially in severely malnourished surgical patients；TEN；and TPN, together with some of the reasoning, insights, experiences, and philosophy of the author, and a compilation of many of the contributions and legacies of TPN to the modern practice of medicine which have occurred during the past 50 years, are presented.
Stanley J. Dudrick, M.D. is widely recognized and respected throughout the scientific, academic and clinical world for his innovative and pioneering research in the development of the specialized central venous feeding technique known as intravenous hyperalimentation (IVH) or total parenteral nutrition (TPN). The basic investigative development and subsequent successful clinical application of this highly effective therapeutic modality has been described as one of the four most significant accomplishments in the history of the development of modern surgery, together with the discovery and development of asepsis and antisepsis, antibiotic therapy and anesthesia (JAMA 239 : 192, 1978) . It has also been acknowledged as one of the three most important advancements in surgery during the past century along with open heart surgery and organ transplantation.
Born in Nanticoke, Pennsylvania, April 9, 1935 A prolific medical writer, Dr. Dudrick was acknowledged by Current Contents, a publication of the Institute for Scientific Information, as the author or co-author of 2,535 scientific reference citations during a 13 year period, the most for any general surgeon in the literature of that time. His more than 800 published works include a wide variety of topics on the care and management of surgical patients, especially those with complex nutritional, metabolic, critical care and re-operative problems. 
